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Introduction
As a result of an earlier walkover survey undertaken by the author and
members of the Radbourne History & Archaeology Group (RHAG) in 2018, the
parkland area of Radbourne Hall was known to contain a number of
archaeological features such as lynchets, platforms, ridge & furrow and
earthworks which were presumed to be of various dates, but largely
medieval and post-medieval in origin. The purpose if this survey was to clarify
for RHAG and the landowner some of the archaeological features suggested
and highlighted by the walkover survey and create a more detailed record
of them. As a part of this, one particular area close to the parish church of St
Andrew was identified as being particularly suitable for surveying using a
methodology known as 'tape and offset'.

Background
In addition to the survey cited above, there are a number of sources that
informed this survey. All of these are known to RHAG and include the 1711
estate map which shows at least one structure in the field. The most recent
source is the Lidar survey completed by Blue Sky Surveys on behalf of the
group. As this data is already known it will not be repeated here, except to
say that some of the larger, more distinct features appeared on the images
produced.
The parkland, rich with ridge & furrow forms an extensive area on this eastern
side stretching for approximately 1.2 km north to south and 900m east to
west. The land slopes gently from east to west with the current hall located on
the ridge crest some 260 meters to the south of the survey area. Also in the
parkland are a number of archaeological features that whilst suitable
subjects for such a survey were beyond the brief of the current project.

Methodology
The area selected as being suitable for undertaking a tape & offset survey
was chosen largely as a result of its topography. This being said, it still
presented a challenge for the self-same reason. The area is part of the westfacing slope of the upper reaches of one of the small streams in the parish.
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Tape & offset survey is typically used on sites that are largely flat, and to
record evidence such as standing stones, earthworks or buildings. This survey
area then was atypical and required an approach that could overcome the
bias of the slope. To do this the primary base-line was established using 'line of
sight' between three points along a mid-point, whereby features both above
and below this could be included. The next step was to create a grid over
the site to allow the survey team to 'step-down' or terrace the grid and
overcome any vertical bias. The grid itself was based on 10m squares to
facilitate measurement by volunteers using tape measures of varying lengths.
Datum were collected and recorded before being transferred to a scaled
drawing on the features. The resultant drawing was made at a scale of 1:200
and has been reproduced here.

Fig. 1 Results of tape and offset survey
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Analysis & Interpretation
As with any survey, the analysis and interpretation depends, in part on the
subjective view of those undertaking the work. In this case the final decision
as to what was an artificial/archaeological feature rested with the author,
although the whole team of volunteers who took part also made valuable
contributions along the way. The survey area contained a number of features
of an artificial/archaeological character and these are now identified in turn.
The most prominent of these features is a linear series of platforms or terraces
(1-3). Oriented broadly east-west they are sub-angular, and of similar size and
shape, although 1 & 2 are slightly more clearly defined. Each platform is
roughly 10m x 9m and each has a small depression in the northern corner,
suggesting that this was an entry point onto the platform. An example can be
seen on the extreme right of Fig. 5 below. No reliable dating evidence such
as pottery has yet been found, but their appearance strongly suggests that
they are house platforms, and are probably medieval in origin. Their size
would allow a small dwelling and a garden plot – used for vegetables etc –
and their location would have been close to both the church and the
presumed location of the manor house.
Fig. 2 Probable house platforms 3, 2 and 1 – facing E.
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Fig. 2 Platform 1 and earthwork feature 4 – looking NE.

Fig. 3 Platform 1 and earthwork feature 4 – facing W.
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One factor to account for the relatively poor definition of the third platform is
the drift of soil and other material downhill. However, feature 4 in Fig. 1 is an Lshaped earthwork running along the western and northern edges of the
uppermost platform. It is approximately 10 x 6 metres in length and almost 1.5
metres wide and 0.4 metres high. It is possible that this was constructed to
prevent the downward drift of soil from the ridge & furrow just above it. The
earthwork itself is comparatively substantial as the resistivity survey revealed
an area of high resistance in the core of this feature, suggesting its
construction contains stone or similar material.
Running along the north edge of these features is a shallow gully (5), and the
grass here appears as a darker green and can be seen to the right of Fig. 4
and the bottom of Fig. 5. There are at least two possibilities as to what this
might be. One is that it may be a denuded furrow given its proximity to the
lower reaches of the field system. Another, and more likely is, that it is the
pathway which linked the house platforms, enabling people to move up and
down the slope. There doesn’t appear to be any evidence of a similar
feature on the opposite side of the platforms. This area is discussed below.
Fig. 4 Platform 1 and earthwork feature 4 – facing SW.

6|Page

Fig. 5 Earthwork feature 4 and platform 1 facing S.

Feature 6 is partially shown in Fig. 5 above. It is a rather vague, circular
mound approximately 0.5 metre high and 4 metres in diameter. Its purpose is
unclear. It is possible that is was once part of platform 1 and that the gully-like
feature 5 cuts through it. Its appearance, being very similar to feature 4,
suggests that there is a stony interior.
At the bottom of the slope there are three further possible features, 7-9. It is
unclear what these might be. Feature 7 is a shallow, sub-circular area which
may represent an intervention in the past, ranging from the removal of soil to
a refuse pit. Features 8 and 9 are even more unclear as to their purpose. They
are slight, being around 0.10 metre high. Feature 8 could easily be a small
mound created by spoil from the intervention that created Feature 7.
To the south of the three platforms is an area (10) which suggests an
extensive attempt at terracing the natural slope. This takes a broad L-shape
which seems to cut into the prevailing slope from the west then turning south.
Quite what the purpose of this was is also uncertain. The overall impression is
that it created a number of smaller, more manageable slopes and some
flatter areas, most notably in front of it. Fig. 6 below illustrates the different
levels between the house platforms in the mid-distance and the large flatter
area in the foreground.
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Fig. 6 South-facing aspect of feature 10.

Fig. 7. Drone image of the flatter area probably created by terracing (10)
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Conclusions
This survey has recorded some of the recently identified features in the
parkland of Radbourne Hall. Of specific importance are the three probable
medieval house platforms which add significantly to the Derbyshire Historical
Environment Record (HER) in general, and to that of Radbourne in particular.
The degree of activity in this small area of the parkland suggests that it may
well have been close to the centre of a presumed settlement, probably predating the construction of the large hall reported to have been built under
the aegis of Sir John Chandos in the 14th century. This evidence suggests that
there might have been either a different centre of activity to that noted in
the Derbyshire HER, or that any such settlement was much larger than
previously imagined.
The uncertainty that surrounds the exact purpose of most of the recorded
features here is understandable given the vagueness of some of them. This
uncertainty may of course be resolved by a programme of excavation by
RHAG at some future date, but for now, this survey represents an exciting
development in the story of the parish.
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